
Dear Xr. Drydenr 

1 m writing to you on the baais of your tmmsctions bath w%th the Amdeny 
wd with the NACA, 

During the ~)a& fau we&e, 1 have baa cfrculatfng the enclosed memmndum 
privately. Ny proximate objective would be to enamm~e the Acrzdimy to arga- 
niza &n&@-g comittee to study the proapcter and problem of edm-tbsree- 
trial microbiolo,T. To he mm, I had hem puzzled by the question to whom 
such n iscimtifie cormdttee could send ita recmmendatlona. 

Monday’s WBW Yol"x Timers carried ar, article signed by Richard 'r;'itkin which 
me quite illuminnting to me RB uoncerns the currctnt hnsele in %.&fn~ton. ft 
W@s w :vou nust knowI minly about your addrees to the &mtitute of Aeromutfc~l 
Scienusa, recomending a key role for the HACA In space meear&?. I hardly 
53;: ~~~e* about the underlying controversies to know vrh8t Foaitioa to take on 

but it 1s plain enough that some overall dPrection is needed? ff 
@extremely ir&wtmt nomiZ5twry wpwte of? space tsahnolopz would 1~ mbT?er@ed" 
as well EM for the military developer& itstslf. 1 am even more concerned t>nt 
the biolo+zal aspecte of such research have hardly been touched uyn, except 
perhn?s in relc&ionsl?ip to huimn survfval in sprite travel. As the enclosure 
suegestes there ia a particulm urgency for R crltioal wea of microbiological 
sturdy that there be careful advance planning. A somaw~~at &mllw problem cme 
up in connection with Antarctic ?zicrobiologp- though is is mveral orders of 
magnitude less vital than a moon project xould be-* ard the discournF5ng outaome 
is that there in not mck point in pursuing that no?-, 9 inc c-3 the3 t raffie Ay~roaclxfs 
t&t IT? Tjma Sqwme, 

I: CUT smiting to wk erl?other you might have R full copay of your address, :dlich 
would ha, 1 an sure? vem~ lnfomtiva to me on the apmoy policy cpsatione, I have 
also been in touch with Profamor Goddard, as chniman of the l3otarty Section of 
the Academy, nnd we ~511 yrobr-.bly discuplo the desirability of and plam for y-e- 
sent&& this issue at thus spring- Geet2ng. Pour commnt on these tactics, aEd the 
yrocedtwa for it, would be useful, as T:ould be an fndicMA.or from you ns to the 
exmt dRte of the fortheominc sessfrm. 

'pours aincarely, 


